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У статті представлені різні погляди на тлумачення поняття «іншомовна комунікативна компетенція». 
Розглянуто питання про її змістовну структуру. Вивчення іноземної мови передбачає формування в учнів іншомовної 
комунікативної компетентності. Поняття комунікативної компетентності визначається як знання психологічних, 
країнознавчих, соціальних факторів, які визначають використання мови відповідно до соціальними нормами 
поведінки. Відповідно до одного з концептуальних положень комунікативного підходу в навчання іноземної мови, 
мову, будучи феноменом певної цивілізації, повинен вивчатися з культурою країни досліджуваного мови. Дане 
положення знаходить відображення в соціолінгвістичному та соціокультурному компонентах комунікативної 
компетенції, досягнення якої є метою навчання іншомовного спілкування. Вивчення іноземної мови на основі 
ознайомлення учнів з культурою іншої країни є в даний час одним з базових принципів навчання предмету. Залучення 
до культури іншого народу не тільки робить процес навчання іноземної мови більш привабливим для учнів, а й сприяє 
повноцінної комунікації, більш точному і адекватному розумінню носіїв даної культури, сприяє формуванню вміння 
представляти свою країну в умовах міжкультурного спілкування. Зміст освіти має забезпечувати адекватний 
світовому рівень загальної та професійної культури суспільства, формування в учнів адекватної сучасному рівню 
знань і рівня освітньої програми картини світу, інтеграцію особистості в національну та світову культуру. 
Предмет «іноземна мова» не лише знайомить з культурою країн досліджуваного мови, але шляхом порівняння 
відтіняє особливості своєї національної культури, знайомить з загальнолюдськими цінностями. Іншими словами, 
сприяє вихованню в контексті «діалогу культур». 

Ключові слова: комунікативна компетентність, іноземна мова, соціокультурний компонент, викладання, 
оцінювання, знання.  
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 SOCIOCULTURAL COMPONENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMMUNICATIVE 
COMPETENCY 

M. Stahova 
The article presents different views on the interpretation of the concept of "foreign language communicative competency". 

The question of its substantive structure is considered. Teaching a foreign language involves the formation of student’s 
communicative foreign language competence. The concept of communicative competence is defined as the knowledge of 
psychological, regional, social factors that determine the use of speech in accordance with social norms of behavior. 

According to one of the conceptual provisions of the communicative approach to teaching a foreign language, a 
language, being a phenomenon of a certain civilization, must be studied with the culture of the country of the language being 
studied. This position is reflected in the sociolinguistic and sociocultural components of communicative competency, the 
achievement of which is the goal of teaching foreign language communication.Teaching a foreign language based on 
introducing students to the culture of another country is currently one of the basic principles of teaching a subject. Introduction 
to the culture of another nation not only makes the study of a foreign language more attractive for students, but also contributes 
to full communication, a more accurate and adequate understanding of the native speakers of this culture, and contributes to 
the formation of the ability to represent your country in intercultural communication. The content of education should ensure 
an adequate world level of the general and professional culture of society, the formation of students with an adequate modern 
level of knowledge and the level of the educational program of the world picture, and the integration of the individual in 
national and world culture. The subject “foreign language” not only acquaints with the culture of the countries of the studied 
language, but by comparison sets off the peculiarities of its national culture, acquaints with universal values. In other words, it 
promotes education in the context of a “dialogue of cultures”. 

Keywords: communicative competency, foreign language, sociocultural component, teaching, evaluation, knowledge. 
 
Overcoming the language barrier is a task which successful solution in the modern world is directly related to 

the achievement of various goals, including professional goals. It is the aspect of the importance of using a foreign 
language in professional activities that emphasizes the necessity to learn a foreign language.  

First of all, it should be considered the essence of the terms “competency” and “competence”. Traditionally, 
the term "competency" meant a range of issues in which a person is well-informed, has knowledge and experience. 
A person competent in a certain field possesses the corresponding knowledge, skills and abilities and has capacity 
that enables to reasonably judge this area and act effectively in it. 

In the methodology, the concepts of "competency" and "competence" are different. By “competency” it should 
be understood that the students have developed a complex of interrelated personality traits, possession of 
knowledge, skills and abilities, as well as methods of activity necessary for high-quality productive activity in 
relation to a certain circle of objects and processes. 

“Competence” is defined as the possession by each individual person of the relevant competence, including 
the individual and personal attitude to it and to the subject of activity as a whole. 

The terms “competency” and “competence” are often used interchangeably. In this study, they will be 
considered as particular and general [6]. 

Let us consider in more detail the concept of “competency”, which is the key in this study. Competency [Latin 
competentia] is the range of issues, phenomena in which the person has authority, knowledge, and experience [2]. 

It is important that for successful use of the language in the course of real communication, simply linguistic 
and regional knowledge is not enough. Today, there is a need to form precisely the cultural component of 
sociocultural competency. Indeed, it is the sociocultural component of communicative competency that transfers 
language proficiency from the level of skills to the level of competency, since the formation of this competency is 
teaching the culture of the language being studied. Sociocultural competency allows a speaker in a foreign language 
to feel almost on an equal footing with native speakers (in relation to culture), which is a step towards adequate 
knowledge of a foreign language. 

Competency is a certain complex linking together knowledge, skills and actions, i.e. ability to mobilize 
knowledge / skills in a specific situation. Competent is the person whose activity and behaviour are adequate to 
emerging problems. Thus, competency is something different than just knowledge and skills, although competency 
is manifested precisely in knowledge and skills. Competency is the ability to establish and implement the 
relationship between “knowledge-skill” and the situation. The main thing in competency is not to “know” or “be 
able”, but to use this or that knowledge or skill at the right time. 

Proficiency in a foreign language is determined by the formation of the individual Foreign Language 
communicative competency. There is considerable variability of the component composition of Foreign Language 
communicative competency distinguished by researchers, which is associated with the complexity and diversity of 
the communication process. However, most of the proposed models include the following components: 
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1. The linguistic component is “the ability of the speaker to produce, on the basis of the learned rules, a chain 
of grammatical phrases (even without regard to their content)” [1]. The student has this component if he has an 
understanding of the language system and can use it in practice. 

2. Conversational competency involves the possession of communicative skills in the four main types of 
speech activity (speaking, listening, reading and writing), as well as the ability to plan your speech and non-speech 
behaviour. The assimilation of this competency will be the key to success in conducting business conversations 
with a foreign partner, participating in business meetings, and commercial negotiations in a foreign language. 

3. The compensatory component of Foreign Language communicative competency is “the ability to use verbal 
and nonverbal strategies to compensate for gaps in the user's knowledge of the code” [4]. This refers to the use of 
verbal and non-verbal communication strategies to compensate for the lack of knowledge of the grammatical code, 
and if necessary, enhance the rhetorical effect of a speech message or a pause in communication. 

4. The basis of educational and cognitive competency is the mastery of generalized methods of activity: 
general educational and special educational skills. If we talk about a foreign language, then these skills are formed 
in the process of mastering various types of communicative activities specific to a foreign language.  

5. The sociocultural component of a Foreign Language communicative competency includes knowledge of the 
sociocultural context in which the language is used, as well as the influence of this environment on the choice of 
language forms. Sociocultural component means the possession of information on ethnocultural and social nature 
and their consideration in the selection and use of language means; the ability to use the resources of those elements 
of the sociocultural context that are similar to the generation and perception of speech from the point of view of 
native speakers: customs, rules, norms, social stereotypes. 

Further on fig. 1 presents the structure of Foreign Language communicative competency. 

 
When teaching a foreign language as a second in a non-linguistic university, students should master the 

following skills: 
• exchange their thoughts in a dialogical and monological form in a stylistically neutral register of everyday 

communication; 
• to conduct a conversation in everyday communication in compliance with the rules of speech and non-

speech etiquette; 
• make short messages on a given topic according to the proposed situation; 
• understand authentic texts with no more than 3% unfamiliar vocabulary, the meaning of which should be 

disclosed on the basis of the ability to use linguistic and logical guesses; 
• transmit the main content of the heard text; 
• reproduce the listened text; 
• read texts with cultural and everyday topics and extract information from the text of varying degrees of 

completeness (with a full understanding of the text, with a partial understanding of the text, with the search for the 
necessary information); 

• write short messages on the topic using well-known keywords and expressions; 
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• make a written translation from the mother tongue into a foreign language and from a foreign language into 
the mother tongue. 

In other words, the level of communicative competency of graduates of a non-linguistic university can be 
equated with the level of communicative competency of linguistic universities students [7]. 

Sociocultural competency has three levels: cognitive, behavioural, and emotionally evaluative, that is, each 
learner of a new language takes possession of the sociocultural content gradually and can communicate in the 
language being studied with varying degrees of adequacy to the conditions of intercultural communication. 

The allocation of levels of language and culture is possible not only on the basis of taking into account the 
degree of formation of certain skills, but also in terms of the content of assimilation. Thus, in sociocultural 
competency the following levels were identified: 

• a cognitive level, assuming knowledge of the features of the language being studied and the culture of its 
speakers; 

• behavioural level, providing possession of the behaviour models of native speakers of the studied language, 
possession the skills of speech and non-speech behaviour; 

• emotionally evaluative level, providing awareness and assessment of their own emotional reactions to the 
characteristics of the people culture whose language is being studied; identification of similarities and differences 
between the phenomena of a different and native culture. 

 Now let us consider in more detail the structure of sociocultural competency. Structurally, sociocultural 
competency is a complex phenomenon and includes a set of components that belong to different categories [8]: 

• linguistic and cultural component (lexical units with national and cultural semantics and the ability to apply 
them in situations of intercultural communication); 

• sociolinguistic component (linguistic features of social strata, representatives of different generations, 
genders, social groups, dialects); 

• social–psychological component (possession of socio – and culturally determined scenarios, national 
specific behaviours using the communicative technique adopted in this culture); 

• cultural component (sociocultural, historical and cultural, ethnocultural). 
Priority is given to linguistic and cultural components, the main means of revealing which is textual material 

of linguistic and cultural nature, which serves as the basis for obtaining knowledge (including lexical) and the 
development of sociocultural, linguistic and cultural geographic skills [5]. 

The structure of sociocultural competency is presented in Fig. 2 

 
Sociocultural competency implies acquaintance of a student with the cultural and linguistic specifics of speech 

behaviour and the ability to use those elements of the sociocultural context that are relevant to the generation and 
perception of speech from the point of view of native speakers: customs, rules, norms, social conventions, rituals, 
social stereotypes, regional knowledge and other. 

Sociocultural competency involves: 
• the realization that language is not only a means of cognition and a means of communication, but also a 

form of social memory, the "cultural code of a nation", a developed ability to compare language facts and facts of 
reality; 

• the ability to see the cultural background behind each language unit; 
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• knowledge of the culture, history, traditions, customs of their nation 
• the ability to detect regionally significant lexemes and understand their role in the text. 
Thus, the social development of a person is associated with the acquisition of their own social experience, 

individual qualities and properties that allow them to independently carry out communicative activities interact 
seamlessly in socially determined situations of the linguistic and cultural space of their country and the country of 
the language being studied [3]. 

The development of sociocultural competency plays a special role in the modern world, where interethnic 
relations are often exacerbated, where patriotic and international education is of great importance. Sociocultural 
competency implies a willingness and ability to live and interact in the modern multicultural world. 
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